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ASPIRE FEDERATION

A School Partnership In Rural England

Motto : ¢ We Aspire to Inspire’

Our Values - using the initials of the names of the schools.
K - Kindness

U - Understanding

P - Patience
H - Honesty
L - Love

B - Boldness

Charging and Remissions Policy

Document History

Original KULB document reviewed and approved for ASPIRE-wide use by Fed GB 17 March
2020

Reviewed and approved by Federation GB 16 March 2021

Reviewed and approved by Federation GB 22 March 2022

Reviewed and approved by Federation GB 21 March 2023

Reviewed and approved by Federation GB 19 March 2023

Review Annually

The term ‘school’ refers to the schools in the ASPIRE Federation: Kingswood
Primary, Ulcombe CE Primary, Platts Heath Primary and Leeds and Broomfield CE
Primary. The term may refer to them jointly or individually.
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At our two Church of England schools this policy will be delivered through strong
links made to our Christian values:

Leeds & Broomfield Church of England Primary School

At Leeds & Broomfield we build strong foundations for all; to learn, flourish and fill
their hearts with God'’s love. Everyone is important, valued and needed to make L&B
grow. We give a quality all round nurturing education which develops the whole child;
If the rain came we would not fall.

“As many hands build a house, so many hearts make a school.”
(Matthew Ch 7 24-27)

RESPECT RESILIENCE EMPATHY CURIOSITY HONESTY

Our school Christian Values support the development of the children and all within
the school and local community, giving the children and staff a positive outward
looking view. The pupils and staff support and help each other and the local
community enabling all to flourish.

We have explored the story of Matthew (Ch 7 24-27) showing curiosity, and the
children felt empathy for the builder of the house on the sand, but said they must be
resilient to try again. Jesus was honest with his followers and people followed and
trusted him. The story continues showing how Jesus respected all and everyone
who wanted to listen and learn could — no one was turned away. This high level of
inclusion and respect is what makes Leeds and Broomfield a great school community
to be part of ‘many hearts make a school’.

Ulcombe Church of England Primary School

Ulcombe Church of England School is a nurturing, inclusive learning space, where
our uniqueness inspires trust and welcomes diversity. Our children all flourish (for
however long they are with us), in an environment where learning through making
choices (good or bad) is not only embraced but discussed and, when needed,
forgiven. This allows our learners to become positive role models in their wider
communities. The whole school community works together in unity to ensure that our
practice fully reflects the passage of Corinthians 12:12-14. The children and adults
feel included and appreciated as one body with diverse cultures learning, working
and flourishing together to accept everyone and nurture their aspirations for the
future.

“One body, many members, learning together surrounded by God's inclusive love.”
(Corinthians 12:12-14)

TRUST RESPECT HOPE ENDURANCE
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Governing bodies cannot charge parents and pupils for any activity unless it has drawn up a
charging policy and a remissions policy!. Moreover, when made, charges per pupil cannot
exceed the actual costs incurred, which means that pupils who can and do pay may not be
charged extra to cover the costs of those who do not pay.

Governing bodies must not charge for any activities which take place when the school is
actually in session, excluding the break in the middle of the day. The exception is musical
instrument tuition for individual pupils or pupils in groups of up to four, as long as such teaching
is not an essential part of the National Curriculum or a public examination syllabus being
followed by the pupil(s).

If a school wishes to run an activity during the school day for which it would need contributions
from parents or others, it can invite voluntary contributions. However, no child should be
excluded from such activity because his or her parents cannot or will not contribute.

Schools can charge for optional, extra activities provided mainly or wholly outside school hours
as long as such activities are not an essential part of the National Curriculum or religious
education. Activities which are an essential part of the syllabus for an approved examination
must be provided free.

Calculating Charges

When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will
be based on the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils participating. There
will be no levy on those who can pay to support those who can’t. Support for cases of hardship
will come through voluntary contributions and fundraising.

The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to the
school and/or charges to parents.

At the Executive Headteacher/Head of School’s discretion, parents can qualify for support (for
example times of hardship or in receipt of income support).

For the purposes of this policy, the school day is defined as:
e Morning 8.45 am -12.15 pm;
e Afternoon 1.10pm - 3.15 pm.

During the school day

All activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum plus religious education will
be provided free of charge. This includes any materials, equipment and transport to take pupils
between the school and the activity. It excludes charges made for teaching individual pupils or
groups of up to four pupils to play a musical instrument.

Voluntary contributions may be sought for activities during the school day which entalil
additional costs, for example swimming, school visits, and visitors to the school. In these
circumstances, no pupil will be prevented from participating because their parents cannot or
will not make a contribution. Children of parents who do not make a contribution will not be
treated differently. If a particular activity cannot take place without some help from parents, this

1 Section 457 of the Education Act 1996 as amended by the School Standards and Framework Act
1998 and the Education Act 2002
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will be explained at the planning stage. An activity will be cancelled if not enough voluntary
contributions are collected.

From time to time we may arrange an activity during the school day and invite a non-school
based organisation, such as a science show or music ensemble. Such organisations may wish
to charge parents. Parents may, if they wish, ask the Executive Headteacher/Head of School
to agree to their child being absent for that period.

Optional activities outside of the school day

We will charge for optional, extra activities provided outside of the school day, for example
after school clubs. Such activities are not part of the National Curriculum or religious education,
nor are they part of an examination syllabus.

Education partly during the school day
If a non-residential activity happens partly inside the school day and partly outside of it, there
will be no charge if most of the time to be spent on the activity falls within the school day.

Conversely, if most of the time spent falls outside of the normal school day, charges will be
made. When such activities are arranged parents will be told how the charges were calculated.

Residential visits
Charges will be made for board and lodging.

Other charges will be made to cover costs when the number of school sessions missed by the
pupils total half or more of the number of half-days taken up by the activity. In such cases
parents will be told how the charges were calculated.

Charges will be remitted for pupils whose parents are in receipt of Income Support, Income-
based Jobseeker’s Allowance, support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999,
Child Tax Credit, or the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

School mini-bus

Only the school’s pupils, staff or parents may travel at a charge in the school mini-bus. Charges
can only be levied if the school has a permit issued by the LA under section 19 of the Transport
Act 1985. No permit is required if no charge is made to the user. Charges made for travel will
cover only actual costs incurred, including depreciation.

Breakages and Fines

Where intentional malicious damage is caused to property or buildings by a child, and it is clear
that it is the fault of a particular child, the Governors reserve the right to charge the child’s
parents for repairs or restitution (after discussion with the parents).

Arrangements for Monitoring and Evaluation

The governing body will monitor the impact of this policy from time to time by receiving financial
reports on those activities that resulted in charges being levied, the subsidies awarded (without
giving names) and the source of those subsidies.
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